Your Greatest Financial Crisis
1 Timothy 6

1 Timothy 6:6-11 (HCSB)
But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of
the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into
temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and
pierced themselves with many pangs. But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.
Guarding Our Lives Against the “Love of Money”
I. Loving Money will Corrupt your Character

o We reject the nature of true riches.
Verses 3-5
If anyone teaches other doctrine and does not agree with the sound teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ and with the
teaching that promotes godliness, he is conceited, understanding nothing, but having a sick interest in disputes and
arguments over words. From these come envy, quarreling, slanders, evil suspicions, and constant disagreement among
men whose minds are depraved and deprived of the truth, who imagine that godliness is a way to material gain.
Philippians 4:11-13, 19 (NIV)
| am not saying this because | am in need, for | have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. | know what it is
to be in need, and | know what it is to have plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. | can do everything through him who gives me strength. ..
.. And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus
Proverbs 30:8,9 (NIV)
Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, |
may have too much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the LORD?’ Or | may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the
name of my God.

e We embrace a “temporary” view of life.
Verse 7 - “For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out.”

e We miss the simplicity of Biblical living.
Verse 8 — “But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these.”
Matthew 6:31-33 (NIV)
So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?’ or 'What shall we drink?’ or 'What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well.

II. Loving Money has Costly Consequences

Verse 9 — “But those who want to be rich fall into temptation, a trap, and many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge
people into ruin and destruction.”

e Harmful Desires



e Foolish Decisions
Luke 12:16-21 (NIV)
And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, ‘What shall
| do? | have no place to store my crops.’ "Then he said, ‘This is what I'll do. | will tear down my barns and build bigger
ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for
many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." "But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will be

demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ "This is how it will be with anyone who
stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."

e Godless Dilemmas

Verse 10 — “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, some have wandered away from the faith
and pierced themselves with many pains.”

[ll. Loving Money has a Confident Cure
Verses 17-19
Instruct those who are rich in the present age not to be arrogant or to set their hope on the uncertainty of wealth, but on
God, who richly provides us with all things to enjoy. Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous,
willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the age to come, so that they may take hold of life that is
real.

e Put Away Pride and Overconfidence

Ezekiel 28:4-5

By your wisdom and understanding you have gained wealth for yourself and amassed gold and silver in your treasuries.
By your great skill in trading you have increased your wealth, and because of your wealth your heart has grown proud.

e Practice Doing Good and Being Generous



