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Dangerous and Deadly Deceptions
Matthew 7:15-23

Matthew 7:15-23 (NIV)

"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their
fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise every good tree
bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit.
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize
them. "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of
my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your
name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ Then | will tell them plainly, ’| never knew you. Away from me, you
evildoers!’

I. A Dangerous Deceit: Deceived by Others

Verse 15 - "Watch out for false prophets!”



Jeremiah 23:11-15 (NIV)

"Both prophet and priest are godless; even in my temple | find their wickedness," declares the LORD. ...And among the
prophets of Jerusalem | have seen something horrible: They commit adultery and live a lie. They strengthen the hands of
evildoers, so that no one turns from his wickedness. They are all like Sodom to me; the people of Jerusalem are like
Gomorrah. Therefore, this is what the LORD Almighty says concerning the prophets: "l will make them eat bitter food
and drink poisoned water, because from the prophets of Jerusalem ungodliness has spread throughout the land."

Acts 20:28-31 (NIV)

Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the
church of God, which he bought with his own blood. | know that after | leave, savage wolves will come in among you
and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away
disciples after them. So be on your guard!

2 Peter 2:1-3 (ESV)

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift destruction. And many
will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be blasphemed. And in their greed they will exploit
you with false words. Their condemnation from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep.

Three marks of False Teachers:

e An Inconsistent Message

e AnImproper Motive

An Inappropriate Morality

II. A Deadly Deceit: Deceived by Yourself

Verses 21 -22 "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the
will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and
in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’”



Matthew 23:27-28 (NIV)

“Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful
on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything unclean. In the same way, on the
outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.

I1l. A Doubtful Deceit: No One Deceives Jesus

Verse 23 - “Then | will tell them plainly, 'l never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!””



